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until very recently, and no occasion: for a 
formal adjudication of their extent has even 
yet arisen—there can be no question that 


| it was intended by the recent constitutional’ 


might ‘be directed to the fact that his’ 


subordinate, the Receiver of Taxes, who is 
also on the deputation, is not paid $4,500 
® year. merely to attend to the political 
necessities of Tammany Hall. The spokes- 
men of the committee seem to have been 
more intent on showing that the Register 
did not know the law, than’ that he had 
scrupulously observed it, and a touching 
plea was made to the Governor to deal 
gently with the Tammany. offenders in New- 
York, because ‘there were others quite as 
bad in various counties of the State. 


Whatever the leigh iemitherten of the 
Tammany delegation may think of the 
matter, there seems to be a pretty general 
agreement among reputable lawyers who 
have examined the supplementary reply of 
‘Register Lozw that the answer furnishes 
‘sufficient grounds for his. summary re- 
‘moval. The pretext that there is any 
warrant in law for asking,3 cents 
‘for taking,each paper for record, snd 
another, 3 cents forfreturning it, is as absurd 
as itis impudent. Equally preposterous is 
the claim that 10 cents may be charged for 
‘each entry concerning a paper. Such en- 
tries are from five to ten words each, and 
they make up no part of the recording 
for which the Register is paid; being 
‘merely incidental to the duty which 
the law requires him to perform for 10 
cents a folio. The. Committee of the Bar 
Association claim, moreover, that do liberal 
an allowance was made in counting up the 
-eontents of his papers as to leave a margin 
-over and above every word written in his 
‘books, The supplementary reply of the 
Register shows as clearly as does the mis- 


| sion of the Tammany committee, the des- 


perate straits to which he is reduced. 
—_—_—_——— 
SUFFRAGE UNDER THE UNITED 
STATES. CONSTITUTION. 

Can Congress protect the right of citizens 
of the United States to take part in thé 
election of Federal‘ officerd? This is the 
question which’ underlies the Edmunds 
resolutions and the ‘counter-resolutions 
adopted by the caucus of Democratic Sen- 
ators. Stripped of useless verbiage, and 
considered in the clear light of the fact to 
which they apply, there is really no other 
question involved. Whether the power of 
Congress is derived from the thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments; 
whether it depends upon the body of the 
original Constitution; whether it is inferred 
by necessary induction from the grants of 
power made in various parts of the whole 
Constitution as it stands—all these are 
minor questions. It is only too easy to be- 
fog the subject. by nice interpretation of 
separate clauses, by bringing forward. sup- 
posed cases which may or may not in fact 
arise, by citing judgments of the Supreme 
Court in regard to the Civil Rights bill, the 
Enforcement law, and the pretensions of 
slaughter-house owners in Louisiana. But 
after this has been done to the hearts’ con- 
tent of pettifoggers, the essential’ question 
must remain to be discussed and decided 
in consideration of the entire substance of 
the national Constitution. 

’ After considerable delay, caused by the 
desire of the Senator to revise the report of 
his remarks, we have at length the speeches 
of Senator Moraan, of Alabama, on this 
question. We confess that.we do not see 
why he should have so cantiously withheld 





ainendments to recognize in Congress the 
power to enforee the right of equal suffrage 
in the Sonth. That was their plain pur- 


pose. It is idle to discuss these amend-. 


ments as if they had been proposed eighty 
years ago. It is foolish to construe them as 
if the facts which gave rise to them were 
the same as those which existed when Con- 
gress met in New-York, and there was no 
question of North or South, of freemen 
and freedmen, and no class which it was 
the hope and desire of a great party to 
practically’ disfranchise. As a matter of 
fact, the amendments were adopted to pre- 
vent the mén lately in rebellion to perpet- 
uate slavery from depriving their former 
slaves of the right to vote. Whether they 
did or did: not embody this purpose -in 
effective form, may be an open question. 
It is one on which Mr. Morgan and 
Mr.. Epmunps, representing Alabama 
and Vermont, very naturally differ. But 
so far as the question has been settled 
at all, it is in favor.of the. efficacy of 
the amendments. The laws of Congress 
for the enforcement of the amendments are 
the decision of Congress in favor of their 
efficacy. The laws proceed necessarily 
upon the assumption that the amendments 
did precisely what they were intended to 
do, and that interpretation must stand 
until reversed. As yet it has not been re- 
versed by the Supreme Court, for the simple 
reason that the question has never been be- 
fore it. Senator Moraay, following the 
suggestion furnished, we suspect, by a 
more ingenious mind than his own, tries to 
establish inferentially the decision of the 
Supreme Court against the constitution- 
ality of the laws for the enforcement of the 
amendments, but he does not succeed. 
Whatever the court may yet do, the laws 
are unimpeached by it, and the force of the 
amendments is not circumscribed by it. 
Butin the second place, the power of 
Congress to protect the right of citizens of 
the United States in the election of Federal 
officers does not rest on the amendments 
alone. It is strongly reinforced, if it be not 
established, by the provisions of the original 
Constitution, and the*regulation of the ex- 
ercise of that right is distinctly: lodged in 
Congress by the very first article of the 
Constitution. This is a point which Mr, 
Moraan evades, and it is not likely to be 
touched by any Democratic Senator. But 
itis a very clear one. The language of the 
Constitution is direct, explicit, and compre- 
hensive. The argument by which the Dem- 
ocrats seek to redace the National Govern- 
ment to the condition of a helpless machine, 
the mainspring of which lies within the 
control of the separate tes, and which 
cannot be set. in action or maintained in 
operation without their consent and will, is 
utterly inconsistent with the Constitution. 
It is equally inconsistent with the present 
spirit and purpose of the people of the 
United States, as will be amply established 
if the issue is ever made in a national elec- 


tion, 
ee 


SHALL THERE BE ANOTHER MON- 
OPOLY? 

There is nothing improbable in the ramor, 
telegraphed from Washington, that the 
Texas Pacific and the Southern Pacific in- 
terests, hitherto antagonistic, contemplate 
an alliance with the view of securing joint 
eontrol of the transcontinental route de- 
sired bythe South. Indeed, such a termi- 
nation to a contest in which strength is 
evenly divided is precisely what may be ex- 
pected from Messrs, Scorr and Hunrine- 
Ton. . Neither would be likely to abate his 
pretensions if he saw a chance of their 
recognition by Congress. But both under- 
stand so well the profitableness of subordi- 
nating feeling to interest, and of sacrificing 
® part to save the remainder when the 
whole is in jeopardy, that they might be 
expected to come to terms as a means of 
averting total defeat. 

For some time it has been apparent that 
the Texas Pacific was losing ground in 
States whose active support is essential to 
its. success. 
Washington of the confidence with which 


is | the lobby speaks of the result of the appeal 


to Congress, but the facts so evidently point 
the other way, that the boasting does not 


}anislead anybody. Away.from Washington, 


evidence adverse to the project steadily ac- 
cumulates. The Commercial Convention 


| held in New-Orleans éarly in December was 
- | entitled to little weight as a representative 
8 | body, and its declaration in behalf of the 
- | Scott measure lost all value when the. dele- | a 


Now and then we hear from. 


Hence the altered fortunes of the “Texas 
Pacific, which, despite the boasting of its 
lobby, is now weaker in respect of Congres- 
sional support than during the last session. 
Under these circumstances it is not diffiedlt 
to believe that the Scott managers would 
gladly effect » bargain with their principal 


competitors? 

What, then, is the outlook for the rival 
Southern Pacific? We read of its gradual 
advance eastward. Every mile added to it 
increases the plausibility of the appeal 
urged in its behalf, Within the limits of its 
charter, and on some points outside of its 
charter, it affords evidence of the ability of 
its promoters to accomplish their avowed 
purposes without help in any shape from 
the national Treasury. These considera- 
tions operate powerfully in its favor. And 
though we cannot truly say that, as regards 
Southern opinion, the Huntington scheme 
has acquired the ground lost by the Scott 
schemie, we have evidence of the fact that 
the efforts of its agents have not been in 
vain, Nevertheless, there are reasons for 
suspicion. ‘The Texas Pacific is suspected 
because its acknowledged head is iden- 
tified with vast interests that - have 
no sympathy with the. South or 
its plans. With equal~ propriety, the 
Southern Pacific must be looked on dis- 
trustfully because its representative con- 
nects it with the Central Pacific, whose 
money achieved all that the Southern 
Pacific has done, and whose’ adjunct the 
Southern Pacific, as matters now stand, will 
necessarily be. So far as the South is con- 
cerned, therefore,‘ the Southern Pacific is 
open to the objection which tells. most 
against the Texas Pacific: it is the creature 
of a corporation that can have no sympathy 
with the South, and whose only conceivable 
motive in promoting a Southern route is the 
expectation of making it tributary to its 
own interests. 

A compact between the Texas Pacific and 
the Southern Pacific could have but one 
meaning. It would imply the formation of 
@ new monopoly, as odious in its methods, 
and as injurious in its effects upon business 
interests, as the monopoly formed by the 
Union and Central Companies. From the 
beginning we have insisted that the pro- 
moters 6f the Huntington bill should be re- 
quired to give guarantees against the con- 
trol of the Southern Road by the Central or 
for its benefit, As the company which 
supplies the money for the road could 
hardly be expected to submit to stipula- 
tions at variance with its objects, this 
proviso ‘has seemed to be an insuper- 
able obstacle to the Southern Pacific. pro- 
ject. If the rumor now current is correct, 
Congress will have to guard against a com- 


bination of a very mischievous character. 
—_—_—_—_—_ 


THE DEMOCRATS AND THE ARMY. 

The Democratic Party is no more nearly 
a unit on the question of the strength of 
the Army than it is on Southern war claims. 
It never will be agreed upon this matter so 
long as there are troubles on the Texas 
border and the North-western frontier. The 
debate in the House yesterday brought out 
this fact very sharply. For instance, Mr. 
Mitus, Democratic Representative from 
Texas, argued passionately in favor of 
maintaining the Army on its present basis, 
and so pungent, were his criticisms of the 
shoddy economy of the Democratic side of 
the House, where the Army was concerned, 
that Mr. Cox, with his usual bumptious- 
ness, felt obliged to call him to order, Mr. 
Cox wanted to know where Mr. Mints had 
got the right to call the Democratic side of 
the House to account for their proposed ac- 
tion.’ To this. bit of amazing impudence, 
Mr, Minis very properly said that he got it 
from the people of Texas, whom ‘he repre- 
sented; and Cox, rather lamely retorted 
that Mus was, therefore, a Texan, rather 
thanan American. This little passage at 
arms,in which ‘‘ the genial New-Yorker” 
got the worst of it, very correctly indicates 
the condition of the Democratic Party in 
Congress so far as the reduction of the 
Army is in question. 

When the Army Appropriation bill came 
up, Mr. DurHam, of Kentucky, wanted the 
force réduced to 20,000 men: Mr. Cox 
moved that it be reduced to 17,000 men, and 
Mr. WHITTHORNE was willing to cut it down 
to 16,000 now, with @ margin left for still 
farther reductions. But.none of these, and 
not one of those who spoke in favor of re- 
ducing the Army, once referred to the cost 
of maintaining such a large foree, though 
‘the economical view is usually: the one 
‘which is .taken . when Democrats at- 
tempt to justity their course to their con- 
stituents. For once, the Democrats showed 
‘their genuine and rast specu 





| duce the stronth of the Army to any point 


below 25,000 men. Mr. Hewrrr, much 


‘© . the dinguit’ of the’. all-knowing 
eandidly 


Cox, ‘admitted that it was 


‘useless to'waste time over an attempt to 
bring the Army below its present numerical 


strength, so long as the Senate was de- 
terminedly opposed to any reduction. Of 


course, this is common sense, and Mr. 


‘Hewirr is simply saving time when he re- 


fuses to make an issue which can have but 
one termination. . If the truth were known, 
however, it would probably be found that 
the men who are now the most active in 
bringing forward schemes to reduce the 
military force, merely seek an opportunity 
to court the favor of those destructives who 


-would like to abolish all government. 
‘They do not expect to accomplish anything 


else’ by their ‘noisy zeal. And the silly cry 
of “Imperialism,” raised by such dema- 
gogues as ToWNsHEND, of Illinois, who 


-eompares the Republicans in the House to 


the French Imperialists of 1851, is another 
bit of clap-trap by which these men hope to 
raise a round of popular applause. Withan 
insincerity that is offensive to every honest 
citizen, the enemiesof a useful Army profess 
to believe that such a force threatens the 
subversion of the Republic. Attacks like 
these may give expression to a blind hatred 
of the Army; they may even play upon 
the ignorance of the thoughtless ; but, after 
all, such petty tactics only betray the 
poverty of the resources of the Democratic 
Party. That party miay yet reduce the 
strength of the Army. But when it does, 
it will do it simply to gratify an old grudge. 
—_____—_— 


MR. LOCKYER’S RESEARCHES. 

Now that. we have the text of Mr. 
LocxYER’s paper read before the Royol So- 
ciety, we are in a position to estimate more 
exactly the value of his work and conelu- 
sions. It seems, then, in the first place, 
that by an extended and laborious investi- 
gation, both ocular and photographic, of 
the spectra of numerous so-called elements 
under various circumstances of tempera- 
ture, pressure, and contamination with for- 
eign matters, he has shown pretty conclu- 
sively that the spectra of certain different 
substances contain common lines, whose 
presence cannot be explained on the suppo- 
sition that they are due to the existence of 
either substance as an impurity of the 
other, according to the view which was held 
a few years ago, and of which he was the 
most powerful defender. The proof.of this 
may be stated thus: Take calcium and 
iron for an example. Their spectra have 
certain coincident lines. Now, if we 
try a piece of iron contaminated with 
a@ considerable quantity of calcium, the 
lines which ate moré conspicuous in the 
spectrum of caleium will be prominent in 
the spectrum of the alloy. If we make the 
iron continually purer and purer, some of 
these lines will fade out and disappear; but 
others will not, and will not even tend to. 
These, therefore, cannot be due to the 
presence of calcium as an impurity, but are 
truly lines common ‘to their. spectra. If 
there were only one or two of them, the 
coincidence might be accidental; but as 
they are to be counted by the score, we are 
driven to.the conclusion that there must be 
some: such similarity in the structure of a 
molecule of iron and one of caleium as will 
account for the fact, This much was sur- 
mised by others some years ago. Mr. 
LooKYER goes further, and considers that 
the similarity proves: a common compo- 
nent substance—a more. doubtful conelu- 
sion—for we can as well imagine the simi- 
larity to consist. in the way in which. the 
atoms of each substance are built up to 
form its molecule, as in the presence of 
@ common element. 

Again, Mr, Looxrer shows that as a 
given body is subjected to higher and higher 
temperatures, by electric actions of varying 
intensity, its spectrum changes, those lines 
which were conspicuous under one. set of 
circumstances: vanishing or losing their 
protiinence under others. We can, there- 
fore, no longer properly speak of the spec- 
trum of sodium, for instance, but only of 
“ one of the viens arbstons it may have 
many—end does, according to eireum- 
stances. Much of the past work of spectro- 
scopists in mapping spectra ig, therefore, 
not useless, indeed, but sadly incomplete,and 
will need to be done over again ina much 
more extensive and thorough manner, so as 
to show not only the spectrum given by 
each substance under some one set of cir- 
eumstances, but also its variations and 
modifications. Again, Mr. Lockyzr points 
out.a new and important fact, to which he 
ealled attention some years ago, that the 
spectra of the presumably hotter stars, like 


‘Sirius, show only the lines of hydrogen, 
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